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OUR  MISSION: “The UMDNJ–School of Public Health is a statewide, 
multi–institutional, multi–campus scholarly community dedicated to 
improving the health of diverse populations in New Jersey and 
elsewhere through collaborative teaching, research, and service.” 

 Honoring our beginning          Shaping our future 

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary 
1998 - 2008 

~ ~ 

SPH Welcomes New Students 
 

Orientation sessions were held recently for students entering SPH for the spring 2009 semester. Faculty, staff and current 
SPH students extend a warm welcome to all! 

One of the benefits of the yearly SPH trips to the Dominican Re-
public (DR) is the joy that participants experience in working with 
the children in the DR. For one of the activities, the children are 
provided with the simple tools of paper and crayons that become 
an important form of expression for them -- something not always 
allowed within the difficult sugar cane plantation environment in 
which they live. 
 

Using a number of the childrens’ drawings and artwork from a re-
cent DR trip, SPH’s Volunteer Opportunities In Community Engaged 
Service (V.O.I.C.E.S.) organization created a 2009 Dominican Re-
public Health Outreach Project Calendar. The calendar was first 
made available for those making donations to the DR Project at the 
October 14, 2008 DR Health Outreach Reunion/Art Show held at 
SPH in Piscataway. 
 

Calendars are still available for purchase, and all proceeds support 
schooling for the children in the DR. To purchase a calendar, please 
email your request to sphvoices@gmail.com. 

 

SPH and RU Grad Students Present Immigrant Policy Symposium 

Dominican Republic Children Find Expression Through V.O.I.C.E.S. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUPPORT THESE CURRENT V.O.I.C.E.S. PROJECTS: 
 

Giving Tree Drive for DR Children - HomeFront Gift Drive for Trenton Homeless Children - Food Drive for New Brunswick Pantries 

Newark Campus Piscataway/New Brunswick Campus 

Happy Holidays! 

Four SPH MPH students along with several Rutgers-Camden stu-
dents are presenting an “Immigrant Policy Symposium of Student 
Research” to the NJ Governor’s Blue Ribbon Advisory Panel on Im-
migrant Policy, Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at the Rutgers-Camden 
Campus Center, Camden, 6:00pm to 8:30pm. 
 

SPH student Mikel Pride, DO, joins RU students Brittney Hill and 
Danielle Kroll presenting “Workplace Literacy Programs.” SPH stu-
dent Christine Polit joins RU student Erich Klothen presenting 

“Increasing Enrollment of Eligible Immigrant Children in New Jer-
sey Family Care.” SPH student Lisa Capano-Wehrle joins RU stu-
dent Kimberly Hill presenting “Language Interpretation in the 
Healthcare Setting.” And SPH student Michael Dansbury presents 
“Disaster and Emergency Preparedness and the 
Immigrant Community.” The event is sponsored 
by the Rutgers-Camden Department of Public 
Policy and Administration. To attend, RSVP to 
856-225-6860 or karenmg@camden.rutgers.edu. 
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Summer 2008 
Fieldwork Projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fieldwork Feature 
Christopher Hansen, a first year medical student 
at UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School 
and an MPH student in the Department of 
Quantitative Methods, worked at the NJ Poison 
Information & Education System (NJPIES) on a 
project titled “Validation of Putative Substances 
Involved in Fatal Poisonings,” looking into the 
differences between what NJPIES staff listed as 
causes of death for poison victims and sub-
stances listed by the medical examiner. This 
work was done as part of the degree require-
ments at SPH. 
 

His paper was accepted for platform presenta-
tion at the annual toxicology meeting, the North 
American Congress of Clinical Toxicology, the 
most prestigious conference of the academic 
toxicology year. Dr. Steven Marcus, Executive 
Medical Director of NJPIES, and Professor, De-
partment of Preventive Medicine & Community 
Health, UMDNJ-New Jersey Medical School, 
served as Fieldwork Advisor and Site Preceptor. 
 

 
 
Other summer fieldwork projects were: 
“Family Physicians’ Practices and Attitudes Re-
garding Care of Morbidly Obese Patients” -- 
Student: Jeanne Ferrante, MD, Department of 
Quantitative Methods. Fieldwork Faculty Advi-
sor: William Halperin, MD, DrPH, MPH. Depart-
ment of Quantitative Methods. Site Preceptor: 
Benjamin Crabtree, PhD. Location: UMDNJ-
Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, Family 
Medicine, Piscataway. 
 

“Prenatal Care Use and Chromosomal Abnor-
malities in New Jersey” -- Student: Lee Flowers, 
Department of Quantitative Methods. Fieldwork 
Faculty Advisor: Michael Brimacombe, PhD, MSc, 
MA. Site Preceptor: Franklin Desposito, MD. 
Location: UMDNJ-New Jersey Medical School, 
Department of Pediatrics, Clinical Genetics, 
Newark. 
 

“Managing Quality at North Jersey Community 
Research Initiative (NJCRI)” -- Student: Charis 
James, Department of Urban Health Administra-
tion. Fieldwork Faculty Advisor: Evan Stark, 
PhD, MA, MSW. Site Preceptor: Brian McGovern, 

MSW, LSW. Location: North 
Jersey Community Research 
Initiative, Newark. 
 

“The Prevalence of Over-
weight 7-12th Graders in NJ 

Public Schools” -- Student: Katherine Beckwith, 
Department of Health Education & Behavioral 
Science. Fieldwork Faculty Advisor: Cristine 
Delnevo, PhD, MPH. Site Preceptor: Cristine 
Delnevo, PhD, MPH. Location: SPH Center for 
Tobacco Surveillance and Evaluation Research, 
New Brunswick. 
 

“Body Image Focus Groups” -- Student: Alessio 
Clarke, Department of Health Education and 
Behavioral Science, and Department of Health 
Systems and Policy. Fieldwork Faculty Advisors: 
Lynn Waishwell, PhD, CHES, Bernadette West, 
PhD, MA. Site Preceptor: Francesca Maresca, 
PhD. Location: Rutgers University Heath Ser-
vices, New Brunswick. 
 

“Mosquito Collection Risk Assessment: Triethyl-
amine Exposure Assessment and Other Safety 
Concerns” -- Student: David Dzubina, Depart-
ment of Environmental and Occupational Health. 
Fieldwork Faculty Advisor: Mark G. Robson, 
PhD, MPH. Site Preceptor: David Fernandez, MS. 
Location: Rutgers University Environmental 
Health and Safety, Piscataway. 
 

“Triethylamine Exposure Assessment During the 
Mosquito Collection” -- Student: Kim Hopf, De-
partment of Environmental and Occupational 
Health. Fieldwork Faculty Advisor: Mark G. 
Robson, PhD, MPH. Site Preceptor: David Fer-
nandez, MS. Location: Rutgers University Envi-
ronmental Health and Safety, Piscataway.  
 

“Clinical Training of Medical Students in Obesity 
Management” -- Student: Yewah Jung, Depart-
ment of Health Systems and Policy. Fieldwork 
Faculty Advisor: Bernadette West, PhD, MA. Site 
Preceptor: Eugene Mochan, PhD, DO. Location: 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
Philadelphia, PA. 
 

“A Qualitative Study: Identifying 4th, 5th and 
6th Graders’ Snack Purchasing Behaviors in 
Neighborhood Corner Stores” -- Student: 
Swapna Mehta, Department of Health Education 
and Behavioral Science. Fieldwork Faculty Advi-
sor: Jane Lewis, DrPH, MA. Site Preceptor: 
Stephanie Vandervier, MPH, CCRC. 
Location: Temple University, Center for Obesity 
Research and Education, Philadelphia, PA. 
 

“Pilot Study of Diesel Exhaust Exposure in 
Longshoremen” -- Student: Christopher Pai, 
Department of Environmental and Occupational 
Health. Fieldwork Faculty Advisor: Mark G. 
Robson, PhD, MPH. Site Preceptor: Robert 
Laumbach, MD. Location: Environmental and 
Occupational Health Sciences Institute Piscata-
way, NJ.  
 

“Increase in Population-based Prevalence 
Estimates of Sun Safe Behaviors among U.S. 
Adults: Due to Change in Operational Defini-
tion?” -- Student: Marc Katz, Department of 
Health Education and Behavioral Science, and 
Department of Epidemiology. Fieldwork Faculty 
Advisors: Cristine Delnevo, PhD, MPH, David Q. 
Rich, ScD, MPH. Site Preceptor: Cristine Del-
nevo, PhD, MPH. Location: SPH Center for To-
bacco Surveillance and Evaluation Research, 
New Brunswick.  
 

“Acute Changes in Blood Cell Counts Following 
Short Term Increases in Ambient Particulate Air 
Pollution” -- Student: Kinal Patel, Department of 
Epidemiology. Fieldwork Faculty Advisor: David 

Q. Rich, ScD, MPH. Site Preceptor: Howard 
Kipen, MD. Location: Environmental and Occu-
pational Health Sciences Institute, Piscataway. 
 

“Adverse Neonatal and Maternal Outcomes After 
Operative Vaginal Delivery” -- Student: Michael 
Weiss, Department of Epidemiology. Fieldwork 
Faculty Advisor: Kitaw Demissie, MD, PhD, MPH. 
Site Preceptor: Kitaw Demissie, MD, PhD, MPH. 
Location: UMDNJ-SPH, Piscataway. 
 
 
 
 

Fieldwork Feature 
Glenn Pulliam, an MPH student in the Depart-
ment of Environmental and Occupational Health 
Occupational Health and an Occupational Health 
Consultant for the New Jersey Department of 
Health & Senior Services (NJDHSS) Consumer & 
Environmental Health Services - Hazardous Site 
Health Evaluation Program worked on a project 
entitled “The Bioaccessibility of Lead in Syn-
thetic Turf Materials.”   
 

Partnered with the UDMNJ-SPH, Environmental 
and Occupational Health Sciences Institute 
(EOHSI), and NJDHSS a limited evaluation of 
lead in synthetic turf materials was conducted.  
The objective of this field project is to assess 
lead bioaccessibility of synthetic turf fibers and 
synthetic-based turf dust. The materials were 
obtained as part of NJDHSS’s Synthetic Turf 
Screening Project from existing New Jersey 
recreational fields and manufacturer/vendor-
supplied products. UMDNJ developed bioaccessi-
bility methodologies were used to determine 
whether lead in synthetic turf materials became 
soluble under simulated human gastrointestinal 
digestive conditions. Mr. Pulliam concludes that 
a significant fraction of the lead contained in the 
synthetic turf fibers and dust is bioaccessible in 
human digestive fluids. The findings of this 
study support that lead in synthetic turf fibers 
and dust from the synthetic turf fields can be a 
health hazard. 
 

Mr. Pulliam presented the findings at the New 
England Lead Coordinating Committee, Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire on October 7, 2008 and 
will present at the New Jersey Green Expo Turf 
and Landscape Conference, Atlantic City, NJ in 
December 2008. 
 

Junfeng (Jim) Zhang, PhD, MS, Associate Dean, 
Piscataway/New Brunswick Campus and Global 
Public Health and Chair, Department of Environ-
mental and Occupational Health acted as Field-
work Advisor and Site Preceptor. 
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Awards – Research – Faculty News 
C ongratulations to the following individuals for their special achievements. If you have additional good news, please contact Wayne Dietterick at 

diettewa@umdnj.edu by the 15th of the month. SPH faculty members’ names appear in bold print. Footnotes indicate SPH adjunct faculty 
members and SPH faculty members who hold primary faculty appointments at collaborating institutions. Note: Any reference below to DOI (Digital 
Object Identifier System) is used for identifying content objects and where to find them on the Internet. 

APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS 
Glenn Paulson, PhD, and Mark Robson1,2, 
PhD, MPH ’95, MS, have been appointed to a 
sub-committee to develop a Science Advisory 
Board for the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection. 
 

AWARDS 
Mark Robson1,2, PhD, MPH ’95, MS, has 
been selected to received the Distinguished 
Graduate Alumni Award in Biological Science 
(Horticulture) from the Rutgers University 
Graduate School of New Brunswick. Dr. Robson 
will receive his award in the ceremony that will 
take place in March 2009.  
 

GRANTS 
Neal Richard Boyd, EdD, MSPH, received 
$10,000 from the Foundation of UMDNJ for his 
project entitled Promoting Computer-Generated 
Tailored Print Communications and Interactive 
Voice Response Interventions in New Jersey. 
The project began on November 1, 2008 and 
will run until June 30, 2009. 
 

George T. DiFerdinando3, Jr., MD, MPH, 
received $93,100 from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Services for year 2 of 
a 3 year project entitled "Health Emergency 
Preparedness Advisory Council'. The project 
began on January 1, 2008, and will run until 
June 30, 2010 for a grand total of $227,340. 
 

Sandra Echeverria, PhD, received $20,000 
from the Foundation of UMDNJ for her project 
entitled Can Parks Promote Physical Activity 
Among Children Living in Low Income Commu-
nities? A Pilot Study Using Qualitative and Quan-
titative Methodologies.  The project will begin on 
November 1, 2008 and will run until June 30, 
2009. 
 

Jonathan Foulds, PhD, MAppSci (Director), 
Donna Richardson, MSW, LCSW, CADC 
(Clinic Coordinator), Michael Steinberg2,4, 
MD, MPH ’93 (Clinic Medical Director), Jill 
Williams4, MD (Psychiatrist), received 
$588,000 from the New Jersey Department of 
Health and Senior Services for the continuation 
of their Tobacco Dependence Program.  The 
program began on June 16, 2001 and will con-
tinue until June 30, 2009 with a grand total of 

$8,511,925 having been awarded. 
 

Lois Grau, PhD,RN (Principal Investigator) and 
Susan Hammerman, PhD,MA (Co-Principal 
Investigator) received $498,917 from the New 
Jersey Department of Human Services Division 
of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) for con-
tinuation of the Family Education Project. The 
contract began on October 1, 2008 and will run 
until September 30,2009. This is the tenth year 
of collaboration between the Health Systems 
and Policy Department and NJ DDD. 
 

Laura Hemminger5, MPH, CHES, received 
$24,900 from the National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences through Brogan and 
Partners for her project entitled Environmental 
Health Perspectives (EHP) Lesson Plan Project. 
The project runs from January 8, 2005 to June 
30, 2009 with a grand total of $69,400 having 
been awarded. 
 

Shou-En Lu, PhD (Project Leader), George 
Rhoads, MD, MPH (Mentor), Weichung Shih, 
PhD (Co-Investigator), Yong Lin, PhD (Co-
Investigator), received $32,000 from the De-
partment of Veteran Affairs Medical Center for a 
project entitled Diabetes and Mental Health 
Intervention Programs in the Veterans Health 
Administration.  The project began on August 1, 
2008 and will run until December 31, 2008. 
 

David Rich2, ScD, MPH’99 (Principal Investi-
gator), Ronald Freudenberger, MD 
(Collaborating Investigator), Barbara Goun, PhD 
(Collaborating Investigator), Howard Kipen4, 
MD, MPH (Collaborating Investigator), John 
Kostis, MD (Collaborating Investigator), Shou-
en Lu, PhD (Collaborating Investigator), Jun-
feng Zhang2, PhD, MS, (Collaborating Investi-
gator), received $65,000 from the American 
Heart Association for year 2 of a 3 year grant 
entitled Triggering of Myocardial Infarction by 
Ambient Fine Particles and Fine Particle Compo-
nents.  The project began on July 1, 2007 and 
will run until June 30, 2010 for a grand total of 
$195,000. 
 

George Rhoads, MD, MPH, received $4,200 
from the Foundation of UMDNJ to be used for 
Support of Doctoral Students in Public Health. 
The funds are a result of a gift from the Ena 

Zucchi Charitable Trust 
Fund.   
 

Mitchel Rosen, MS, 
(Principal Investigator), 
and Koshy Koshy, PhD 
(Co-Principal Investigator), received $215,557 
from the Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration (OSHA) for his project entitled 
Safety and Health Management Systems for 
Small and Medium-Sized Businesses.  The pro-
ject began on September 30, 2008 and will run 
until September 30, 2009. 
 

Derek Shendell, DEnv, MPH, received 
$20,000 from the Foundation of UMDNJ for his 
project entitled Home Visits for Assessment and 
Educational Intervention in Support of Enhanc-
ing Clinical, Environmental, and Behavioral Man-
agement of Asthma for Low-Income, Minority 
Older Adults.  The project began on November 
1, 2008 and will run until June 30, 2009. 
 

Lynn Waishwell, PhD, CHES, received 
$34,000 from the New Jersey Department of 
Health and Senior Services for her project enti-
tled Antimicrobial Resistance Health Education. 
The project began on September 1, 2008 and 
will run until December 31, 2008. 
 

Junfeng Zhang2, PhD, MS (Principal Investi-
gator), Scott Diehl, PhD (Co-Investigator), How-
ard Kipen, MD, MPH (Co-Investigator), Shou-En 
Lu, PhD (Co-Investigator), Pamela Ohman-
Strickland, PhD (Co-Investigator), David Rich, 
ScD (Co-Investigator), received $352,984 for 
Year 2 of a 3 Year grant from the National Insti-
tute of Environmental Health Sciences for their 
project entitled Response to Drastic Changes in 
Air Pollution: Reversibility and Susceptibility. The 
project began on January 15, 2008 and will run 
until November 30, 2010 for a grand total of 
$1,139,647. 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
Finkel A. Protecting People In Spite of -- or 
Thanks to -- the “Veil of Ignorance”. Chapter 17 
(pp. 290-342) in Genomics and Environmental 
Regulation: Science, Ethics, and Law. Richard R. 
Sharp, Gary E. Marchant, and Jamie A. Grodsky, 
eds. Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore 
2008. 
 

Fyffe DC3, Hudson SV, Fagan JK3, Brown 
DR. Resources and Strategies for Community-
Based Cancer Prevention and Control in a Di-
verse Urban Population. J Natl Med Assoc 
2008;100(10):1161-67. 
 

Paul SM2,3, Dimasi L. New Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention Recommendations for 
HIV Counseling and Testing and New Jersey 
Legislation for HIV Testing of Pregnant Women 
and Newborns. Prevention Counts, New Jersey 
Coalition for Prevention of Developmental Dis-
abilities 2008;23 (4):1-3. Available online at 
http://www.arcnj.org/Prevention_Counts_Fall_2
008.pdf. 
 

Pleasant A1. A Second Look at the Health Liter-
                                                  (Continued on page 4) 

http://www.healthfinder.gov 

Month–Long Recognitions 
 

• Safe Toys and Gifts Month 
 
Week– & Day–Long Recognitions 
 

• 1 - 7 Nat’l Aplastic Anemia & MDS Aw. Wk 
• 7 - 13 Nat’l Handwashing Awareness Week 
• 1 World AIDS Day 

December 

lumni/ 

lumnae A 
UPDATES 

 
 

Mark Eric Galvez, JD, MPH ’05, graduated 
from Emory University School of Law in May 
2008 and currently is an Associate at the Wash-
ington, DC office of Sidley Austin, a global law 
firm of 1800+ attorneys. Dr. Galvez practices 
patent and FDA law, and also is active in pro-
bono projects, most recently in a healthcare 
disability case. 
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1 RU-School of Environmental & Biological Sciences 
2 UMDNJ-SPH Alumnus/Alumna 
3 UMDNJ-SPH Adjunct Faculty 
4 UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School 
5 UMDNJ-SPH Staff 
6 Doctoral Candidate 
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acy of American Adults & the National Assess-
ment of Adult Literacy. Focus on Basics 
2008;9(B), 46-52. Available online at 
http://www.ncsall.net/fileadmin/resources/fob/2
008/fob_9b.pdf. 
 

Zarcadoolas C, Pleasant A1. Increasing health 
literacy in a digital age, in J. Parker & E. Thorn-
son (Eds.). Health Care Communication in the 
New Media Landscape. New York, NY: Springer 
Publishing, 2008. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
Dr. Diane Brown, Mr. Mitchel Rosen, and 
UMDNJ-New Jersey Medical School med student 
Mr. Nadin Exantus presented "Celebrating Com-
munity with a Purpose: From the Environmental 
to Interpersonal" at the Annual Statewide Con-
ference on Diversity Issues in Higher Education, 
Drew University, Madison, NJ, November 14, 
2008. Dr. Brown, executive director, SPH Insti-
tute for the Elimination of Health Disparities, 
presented “Eliminating Health Disparities: A 
Continuing Challenge.” Dr. Brown also was a 
member of the conference planning committee. 
As part of the Healthcare Disparities panel ses-
sion, Mr. Exantus shared comments from the 
perspective of a medical student on the chal-
lenges in providing healthcare to all. Mr. Rosen, 
director, SPH Office of Public Health Practice, 
and SPH instructor, presented an overview of 
the community environmental training initiatives 
(Brownfield Project) for the Environmental Jus-
tice session. UMDNJ co-sponsored the confer-
ence. 
 

Sandra Echeverria, PhD, presented “Latino 
mortality in Newark, New Jersey, 1990-2005” to 
the UMDNJ Latino Heritage Committee, UMDNJ 
Oral Health Pavilion, Newark, NJ. October 16, 
2008; and “Cardiovascular risk factors in con-
text: the role of neighborhood environments” to 
the American Heart Association, New Jersey/ 
Central New York, Cultural Health Initiatives, 
Robbinsville, NJ. October 20, 2008. 
 

Simard E6, Hrywna M, Delnevo CD2, Gunder-
sen D5. Influence of tobacco control policies on 
smokers with poor mental health. Poster pre-
sented at the 136th Annual Meeting of the 
American Public Health Association, San Diego, 
CA. October 2008. 
 

Jordan HM5, Nekkanti V. Assessment of an inter-
ventional tobacco dependence pilot program for 
pregnant woman seeking care at an OB/GYN 
clinic in Newark, NJ. Poster presented at the 
136th Annual Meeting of the American Public 
Health Association, San Diego, CA. October 
2008. 
 

Michelle Kennedy2, MPH ’05, CHES, and 
Mitchel A. Rosen, MS, presented "New Jersey 
Public Health Association Book PHair Essay Con-
test: What Inspired You to Join the Public 
Health Profession?" at the APHA Annual Meet-
ing, San Diego, CA. October 28, 2008. 
 

Lewis MJ, Wackowski O6, Hudson S. Percep-
tions of Latino immigrants and long-term resi-
dents about cancer clinical trial participation. 
Poster presented at the 136th Annual Meeting of 
the American Public Health Association, San 
Diego, CA. October 2008. 
 

Wackowski O6, Lewis MJ. Tobacco deals deliv-
ered straight to smokers: A look at tobacco 
brand coupons. Poster presented at the 136th 
Annual Meeting of the American Public Health 
Association, San Diego, CA. October 2008. 
 

Lewis MJ, Wackowski O6. Smokeless tobacco 
advertising – an analysis of changing messages 
and strategies. Paper presented at the 136th 
Annual Meeting of the American Public Health 
Association, San Diego, CA. October 2008.  
 

Wackowski O6, Lewis MJ. Moving online: To-
bacco brands' use of digital marketing. Paper 
presented at the 136th Annual Meeting of the 
American Public Health Association, San Diego, 
CA. October 2008.  
 

Martin E, Salaru G, Paul SM2,3, Cadoff RA, Cad-
off EM. Laboratory Validation of a CDC/APHL 
Rapid Testing Algorithm. American Public Health 
Association 136th Annual Meeting, San Diego, 
California. October 28, 2008. 
 

Sindy M. Paul2,3, MD, MPH ’93, FACPM, 
gave the following presentations: 
• HIV Testing, New Jersey State Strategic Part-
nership Session, Princeton, NJ. October 7, 
2008. 

• Update on HIV Testing Initiatives in New Jer-
sey, University Symposia in Clinical Laboratory 
Science Update: Genital & Sexually Transmit-
ted Infections, Scotch Plains, NJ. October 21, 
2008. 

• Outbreak Investigations, Northeastern Basic 
Course for Principles of Infection Control, 
Princeton, NJ. October 23, 2008. 

• Blood-Borne Pathogen Post-Exposure Prophy-
laxis, Northeastern Basic Course for Principles 
of Infection Control, Princeton, NJ. October 23, 
2008. 

 

Ian Bennett, MD, PhD (University of Pennsyl-
vania School of Medicine and Graduate School 
of Education), Susan R. Levy, PhD (University of 
Illinois at Chicago), Andrew Pleasant1, PhD, 
and moderator Sandra L. Baxter, EdD, discussed 
new and emerging topics in health literacy in a 
webcast entitled “Advancing Health Literacy: 
Meeting the Needs of Adult Learners,” spon-
sored by the National Institute for Literacy, a 
federal agency. September 16, 2008. 
 

Mitchel A. Rosen, MS, presented "OHS Train-
ing in the US:Is it Effective? How Would We 
Know?" at the APHA Annual Meeting, San Diego, 
CA. October 29, 2008. 
 

Shendell DG, Alexander MA, Huang YH, Sny-
derburn A. Working to Enhance Adult Environ-
mental Public Health Sciences (EPHS)  Literacy 
to Improve Asthma Management at Public Pri-
mary Schools. Oral plenary presentation, 5th 

Annual Region VII Healthy 
Sustainable Indoor Environ-
ments Conference, Kansas 
City, KS. October 2-3, 2008. 
 
 

Shendell DG, Alexander MA, Jewett A, Sanders 
DL, Huang Y, Yang J. Enhancing Our Under-
standing of Why School-Aged Children Are Ab-
sent, Tardy or Leaving Early from Public 
Schools. Oral presentation, 2008 5th Annual 
Region VII Healthy and Sustainable Indoor Envi-
ronments Conference, Kansas City, KS. October 
2-3, 2008. 
 

Shendell DG, Alexander MA, Sanders DL, Jew-
ett A, Yang J, Huang Y. Enhancing Surveillance 
of Reasons for Attendance, Tardiness and Leav-
ing Early at Primary Schools to Inform Planning 
of Interventions to Improve Student Health and 
Productivity: A Pilot Study in DeKalb County, 
Georgia, USA. Poster platform presentation, 
Joint Conference of the International Society of 
Exposure Analysis and the International Society 
of Environmental Epidemiology, Pasadena, CA. 
October 12-16, 2008. Abstract (#814) also pub-
lished in ISEE 2008 Conference Abstracts Sup-
plement. Epidemiology, 19(6 Suppl): S10 and 
S136. 
 

Shendell DG, Alexander MA, Huang Y, Jewett 
A, Sanders DL, Huang Y. Can we enhance adult 
environmental health literacy at primary schools 
and improve asthma by targeting school nurses? 
A pilot study in DeKalb County, Georgia. Oral 
presentation, American Public Health Association 
Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA. October 25-29, 
2008. Abstract available at 
http://apha.confex.com/apha/136am/webprogra
m/Paper184532.html. 
 

AS Vice-President of the Board of Trustees of 
the Camden Area Health Education Center 
(AHEC), Leah Z. Ziskin3, MD, MS, provided 
the Welcome and Acknowledgements on the 
occasion of the 30th Anniversary Celebration for 
Camden AHEC, Collingswood, NJ. Wednesday, 
October 29, 2008. 
 

TRAVELS ABROAD 
Pleasant A1. Served as a "Resident expert" at 
Health and Literacy: Constructing Curriculum for 
Health-Care Providers. A Learning Institute, 
October 16-18, 2008. Calgary, Canada.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

LET’S GET COOKING! 
for Ronald McDonald House  -  Donate Food!  -  Help us cook! 

Saturday, January 10, 2009, 5:00pm to 7:00pm 
For more info, please contact Rishita Bhatt, bhattri@umdnj.edu 


